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In Person Worship Policy at St. Lucas During Covid-19 Pandemic  
§ When we are in a level one (yellow) risk we will have in person worship every Sunday with all advised protocols followed.  

§ If we are at a level 2 (orange) risk we will have in person worship every other Sunday with all advised protocols followed.  

§ For levels 3 & 4 (red or purple) risk we will have live stream worship only, no in person worship. Right now Lucas County 
is at a level 3 (red) risk, so we will have live stream only.  
     In the event that we move from the current level red to a level orange or yellow in the middle of a week, we will wait one 
Sunday before re-instituting in person worship.   If you are in a high risk group due to age or health condition we encourage 

you to stay home and watch the live stream worship, which will continue even if we are offering in person worship.   

LIVE STREAM WORSHIP SCHEDULE CONTINUES FOR ALL 3 SERVICES 

4pm  Saturday                        9am Sunday                 10:30 am Sunday 

Livestreamed at www.facebook.com/StLucasLutheranChurch 

HOLY COMMUNION PROCEDURE At each weekend service you have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament.  You are 
invited to have a small amount of bread and a small amount of wine (enough to consume at once) prepared for the conse-
cration.  Bread only suffices if you donôt wish to receive the wine.  Please do not substitute anything for the bread and 

wine.  Jesus promised to be present in bread and wine, not any substitute.  We take him at his word and receive by faith. 

You do not need a Facebook account to bring up our page online and view services.   
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     Grace and peace to you, from God our Loving Parent and from the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  In the course of this  pandemic through which we 

have been living the status of our Holy Communion celebrations has 

weighed heavily upon me.  After a period of prayerful deliberation  I 

have  chosen to offer Communion to the congregation by including it 

in our Facebook live stream worship services and asking those at 

home to have just enough bread and wine to consume trusting that 

God can indeed consecrate via the internet as I say the words in the 

sanctuary.   My thought is that the Sacrament is so important to the 

health and well-being (both physical and spiritual) of the recipients, 

that we must find ways to make it available even under less than ideal 

circumstances, and that as the one called to Word and Sacrament 

ministry at St. Lucas I must do what I can to make it available to as 

many as possible.  The problem with this approach has been the forty 

or so people who are not connected to the internet.  I called and of-

fered Communion to these at the outset, but very few actually ended 

up receiving.  With the nature of the live stream services I am not sure 

how many are actually participating in the Sacrament on any given 

weekend of worship services.   

     Because I feel it is my call in the Lord to make sure both Word and 

Sacrament are received by the congregation, I am going to offer yet 

another way to receive the Eucharist.  On Thursday, August 27 at 

7pm I will offer Communion via a Zoom connection.  That will al-

low us to meet more face to face than by live stream, since I will be 

able to see those on the call.  I again will ask you to have just enough 

bread and wine (bread only okay, if you donôt take wine) prepared for 

use in the service that night.  This pandemic has. in a sense. made 

shut-ins of us all.  One thing we have done for shut-ins is make sure 

they  can receive the Sacrament by visitation.  Since visitation is not 

possible, it seems to me the next best thing is to offer Communion in 

whatever way we can and trust that God is in it.  Lutherôs Small Cate-

chism: ñHow can bodily eating and drinking do such a great thing?ò 

Answer: ñEating and drinking certainly do not do it, but rather the 

words that are recorded: ógiven for youô and óshed for you for the for-

giveness of sin.ô  These words when accompanied by the physical 

eating and drinking, are the essential thing in the sacrament, and who-

ever believes these very words has what they declare and state, 

namely, óforgiveness of sin.ôò  And more from the catechism, ñbut a 

person who has faith in these words, ógiven for youô and óshed for you 

for the forgiveness of sin,ô is really worthy and well prepared...because 

the words ófor youô require truly believing hearts.ò  Notice the emphasis 

on faith in Jesusô words for the validity of the Sacrament.  Even those 

not connected to the internet may participate in this event by calling on 

their phones this number: 1 312 626 6799  and,  when prompted, 

punching  in this meeting number 837 5689 2841 and this passcode 

304717.  I am asking all St. Lucas folk who have not been receiving 

the Sacrament to participate in this event for your spiritual well being.  

More explanation of process and reminders to come via parish news 

and email.                                                    Peace,  Pastor Billmeier 


