
  

 

JANUARY 2022 
The Symbol of St. Luke 

135th Anniversary     1886-2021 

PLEASE HELP US COMPLETE LAST FALL’S 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

EPIPHANY EVENSONG 
IN THE ST. LUCAS SANCTUARY 

Thursday, January 6   7pm 

Georgia Steele, Cantor 

In person & live streamed at 

www.facebook.com/StLucasLutheranChurch 

Join us for the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer ser-

vice led by the dulcet tones of Georgia Steele as we 

mark Epiphany, the visit of the Wise Men to Bethle-

hem. 
 

RECONCILING IN CHRIST SUNDAY 
January 23 

     Each year in January we celebrate “RIC Sunday.”  

Reconciling in Christ is a status bestowed by the Lu-

theran advocacy organization Reconciling Works on 

congregations that have a specific welcome of mem-

bers of the LGBTQ+ community as a written policy 

adopted by the congregation as a whole.  Join us at 

any of our three services that weekend for the cele-

bration of our Jesus’ welcome to all.  See Pastor Bill-

meier’s article in this newsletter.  

 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT IN DECEMBER: CHECK 

OUT THE NEW ST. LUCAS WEBSITE! Thanks to 

Gwen Steele St. Lucas has an entirely revamped 

website. The web address is the same. Click on this 

link to check it out. www.stlucastoledo.org.  

Christmas 

Eve was 

beautiful at 

St. Lucas.  

At right: 

the Com-

munion 

line at the 

9pm Can-

dlelight 

service. 

FALL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN REPORT 

Number of Estimate of Giving Cards Returned: 55 

Total Committed to Date for the Year 2022: 

GENERAL FUND     BENEVOLENCE      CAP. IMP.     ROOF 

        $100,893                  $3476                    $4188         $3848 

 CINDY’S CORNER    ORGAN           TOTAL COMMITMENTS 

          $260                     $104                      $111,313 

     If you have not returned your Estimate of Giving 

Card, please do, so that we may complete the cam-

paign.  There are blank Estimate of Giving cards on the 

table in the narthex, if you don’t receive one.  We are 

also happy to mail you one, just give us a call in the 

office 419-243-8189.  Or, email your 2022 estimate of 

giving and designate to which funds at stlucasof-

fice@gmail.com  Thanks to all who have returned their 

For Year:                        2021                 2020             2019              

Cards Returned           49       64    72                  

General Fund      86,884   $114,502       128,303          

Benevolence             4,249          4,528  3,866              

Capital Improv.         4,525          5,203  3,926             

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wN8QWKxj8W46vmNpjnhtU1W0OkHV3XMZm6b2BkB6jmBXxF3LC52mZ_O9pqTmbwiG0HrKptkI9i1DOLP92ToE3cMNeUSLt0cp_5mwtUFikTqS_pDT4Fj5dwfs_vz1e02E7xdGbCQz4qJPfe0v3dp2ZQ==&c=zysozlErBKsqeo6SFNLCaxRdb14kQwZQg49dgk8toRYtg41yOX5Oww==&ch=TegS_HwDNJRE
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     HAPPY NEW YEAR!  The church begins its new year with the 

season of Advent.  Then the secular calendar observes New Year 

during the Twelve Days of Christmas.   We had a most blessed 

Christmas celebration at St. Lucas.  We could feel the Holy Spirit 

at work in all three Christmas services: Jazz Mass, Candlelight, 

and Lessons and Carols.  Thanks to the many people who helped 

make our celebration of Jesus’ birth the meaningful event it was, 

from our office workers to our musicians to our ushers and elders 

and altar guild and choir.  It is a beautiful thing when the Spirit 

brings us together for such big events. 

EPIPHANY The Spirit will continue to bring us together in January 

for events that are not considered as big.  Epiphany, January 6, is 

a holiday that we should make more of, the way many Latin cul-

tures do.  “Three Kings” as they call it, is just as big a celebration 

(or bigger) than Christmas itself.  At St. Lucas we’ll mark the visit 

of the Wise Men with Holden Evening Prayer service at 7pm. 

RECONCILING IN CHRIST SUNDAY  When I was in Elmore we 

were coming up with a welcome statement for the congregation.  I 

suggested we use Matthew 25  and include the categories Jesus 

uses in the parable of the sheep and the goats, “I was hungry and 

you fed me. I was thirsty and you gave me to drink.  I was naked 

and you clothed me,” and so on.  Someone at the table said, let’s 

just use “all” as in “All are welcome here.”  I knew that was wrong, 

but I couldn’t articulate it at the time.  The reason it is wise to list 

some minority or disadvantaged groups is that such folk will tell 

you that, they assume when you say “all” it still does not mean 

them; it means only people who look like you do.  That’s why in 

the St. Lucas Affirmations of Welcome we list all sorts of folks who 

might assume they are not welcome, even if we say, “All are wel-

come.”  On January 22-23 at weekend services we will celebrate 

the St. Lucas statement of welcome and our status as Reconciling 

in Christ. (See the front page for an explanation of that.)  The Holy 

Spirit will continue to gather us for worship in January.  Join us in 

person or online.  Peace to you.  Pastor Billmeier 

Pastoral Acts  
Pastor Martin E. Billmeier 

The congregation listens attentively as the Christmas 

Gospel is read at the Candlelight Service on Christmas 

Eve. 
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Acts of Education 
by Sharon Schaefer, Sunday School Correspondent 

Love, Learn, and Serve God 

SAME VERSE DIFFERENT YEAR : 1 Corinthians 13:13     

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.  King James Version    

Trust steadily in God, hope unswervingly, love extravagantly.  And the best of the three is love.  The Message 
 

     The goals in this verse are clear but unattainable except by a day by day working and walking toward them.  This 

verse gives us life and constantly gives us a yank backward to learn the lessons over and over again.  

     If you read on the Education page in the December Acts about a writing habit and then you did some writing, I 

am glad for you.  If you use this verse to do your writing today, it might look like this:  Event:  In this time of pan-

demic there are many situations that we all face on a daily basis that try our patience.  It is difficult to keep walking 

in faith with plenty of hope and charity for all, especially with those people who tried to rear -end me that day at 

Dutch Road and the Trail, or Broadway and South, or Oregon and 795 (Fill in the blank with your close call with a 

tailgater.) Relationships:  While constantly walking toward faith, hope and charity, I find myself remembering that 

tailgaters are distracted for whatever reason and I endeavor to send them some warm and calming thoughts.  Feel-

ings:  It takes a while for me to settle down so I can have a loving relationship with myself after feeling in danger 

and angry.   

      If you didn’t try a short writing, please do in January.  Write for your eyes only.  Short is good.  Write every day 

if possible.  Also fine if you catch up to yourself by writing nothing one day.   I have been working on this with you 

all and am finding that it helps clear my mind of some events that may or may not have seemed important at the 

time.  If an event is stuck in your brain and you can’t seem to get it out, write a few words about it.  Whatever paper 

is handy works. 

     Another example of the format.  An event in the world around me:  During the night, a sound in our kitchen 

woke us up.  My hubby, in his usual take charge while asleep in the middle of the night 

manner, got up and took a look.  He came back and said he couldn’t see anything amiss so 

we went back to sleep.  Fast forward to this morning and our Purrty kitty had knocked over 

a water carafe that we leave sitting on the kitchen counter. There was water covering our 

countertop and part of the floor, and everything on the countertop.  Relationships:  The 

ones affected by this event were my hubby of course who was saying cross words to the 

Purrty kitty as he mopped up a lot of water, myself because it was a little too exciting for first thing in the morning 

while helping to mop up water, and Purrty Kitty who didn’t know what she had done wrong but picks up on any upset 

or bad feelings.  And now I’ve involved you all in my list of relationships that are affected by this event by sharing 

this event!  Feelings:  Only my own, of course.  Feel kind of dumb and lacking in observation skills because I did 

not know the Purrty kitty was capable of knocking over a water carafe.    

     Another verse that can help us walk on our path toward flashes of understanding about trusting steadily in God, 

hoping unswervingly and loving extravagantly:  John 1:5  The Life-light blazed out of the darkness, the darkness 

couldn’t put it out.  The Message   

     January!  We celebrate Martin Luther King day this month.  Since he is permanently attached to Lutherans not 

only by name, but more importantly by his sense of justice, we have many reasons to celebrate his short life.  We 

can enjoy the entire side of the building on Broadway artfully and colorfully painted to portray his face.  Even a 

quick look while driving by reveals his light.  
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CHRISTMAS  

AT  

ST. LUCAS 

AT LEFT Emmitt Wil-
liams provided the 
music for the Jazz 
Mass and Blue 
Christmas service. 
AT RIGHT Ron Lang 
and Rob Dauel add-
ed their trumpets to 
the carols at the 
candlelight service. 
BELOW RIGHT The 
St. Lucas choir sang 
Still, Still, Still at 
Candlelight. BELOW 
LEFT Elders at the 
altar at candlelight 

AT FAR LEFT BELOW Sarah Abts reads a lesson 

at the Christmas Day Lessons and Carols service. 

BELOW CENTER St. Lucas is blessed musically.  

Ron Lang, Rob Dauel and Jamie Dauel accompa-

nied the carols for Lessons and Carols. 
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DARTBALL NEWS & SCHEDULE The team ‘s current 

record is 8 wins and 1 loss.  If you would 

like to join the team, please speak to Russ 

Wells. 

Jan  17 St. Petri @ St. Lucas 

Jan  31 St. Lucas @ St. Mark 
 

JANUARY WORSHIP SERVANTS 

4:00 Elder     Steve Seaton         

9:00 Elder     Kathy Carver 

10:30  Lector Jill Hojnacki 

Elders  Pat Bair, Faith Wolfram, Jill Hojnacki, Georgia Steele 

Head Ushers     Russ Wells, Needed 

Offering Ushers    Pam Hoch, Kelly Kane 

Acolyte    Annette Mason 

Camera 4pm Steve Seaton Camera 9am  Gary Stofan 

Camera 10:30am  Steven Junge 
 

WORD IN SEASON daily devotional booklets are availa-

ble from St. Lucas.  Call the office @419-243-8189 and 

we will mail one to you, if you are not able to attend wor-

ship.  Also available on the tables in the narthex.  

BEA’S VIEW 
LONG-JOHNS MATCHING FUNDS FOR CINDY’S CORNER 

Goal : $250 Received : $836 

We met our goal and then some.  We matched Pastor Bill-

meier’s Thrivent Action grant easily.  Thanks to all who 

contributed!  Your spirit of generosity has helped folks in 

true need.  Long-johns were distributed to Cindy’s Corner 

guests in December. 

THANK YOU POINSETTIA DONORS!  We thank our anony-
mous donor who paid for all unanswered for plants early on.  
We thank our donors who had purchased up to that point.  
We thank those who sponsored plants after that to make me-
morial and honor designations.  $160.45 was raised for St. 
Lucas Cindy’s Corner. 

In loving memory of Virginia 
Laughlin given by Pat Bair 1 red 
61/2” 
In loving memory of Gordon 
Birkenkamp given by Ginny 
Birkenkamp 1 red 61/2” 
In loving memory of Loved ones 
of the Thornton, Nowak, Durham, 
& Biscay Families given by Mike 
Biscay 2 red & 2 white 61/2” 
In loving memory of Guy Smith 
and Wilma, Jim & Randy Hoch 

given by the Hoch family 2 red 61/2” 
In loving memory of our parents; Francis & Patricia Ham-
ilton, Ray & Bette Jagodzinski and brother Dan Hamilton 
& sister-in-law Carol Hamilton and in honor of Melissa & 
Nick Zilke, Katelyn & Kara Zilke, and Chris & Jaime 
Jagodzinski given by Bob & Lee Jagodzinski 4 red 41/2” 
In loving honor to the glory of God given by Steven Junge 
& Cody Bridenstine 1 red 71/2” 
In loving honor of the St. Lucas Choir given by John Kern 
2 red 61/2” 
In loving memory of Tom LaJeunesse and Jane Timbrook 
given by Deb LaJeunesse 1 red & 1 white 61/2” 
In loving memory of Evelyn Storer and Mary Lang given  
by Ron & Susan Lang 1 red 71/2” 
In loving memory of Otis & Jane Neukam and Frank & 
Helen Ziolkowski given by Neil Neukam 6 white 61/2” and 1 
red 71/2” 
In loving memory of William Olmstead given by his be-

loved wife Sharon Olmstead 1 red 71/2” 
In loving honor of Gary & Sharon Stofan given by the Prehn 
family 1 white  61/2” 
In loving memory of my parents George & Kathryn Sulli-
van given by Georgia Steele 1 white 71/2” 
In loving memory of our parents; Mary & Ernie Stofan and 
Dorothy & Roy Wittich and in loving honor of our friends 
Pastor & Mrs. Roger Prehn 
given by Gary & Sharon Stofan 2 red 71/2” 
In loving memory of Harold & Carol Miller & Jim & Toots 
Teague given by Tim & Deb Teague 2 white 61/2” 
In loving memory of parents Vernon & Lois (Moench) 
White , Xa & Helen (Walter) Johnson II, Marisa & Wellesley 
Johnson and in loving honor of children Laura M Wendt & 
Christopher J. Wendt and the past & present saints of St. 
Lucas &  current staff given by  Keith Johnson & Susan 
White Wendt 3 red 61/2”  
In loving memory of William & Emma Hendricks And Jake 
& Eleanor Wilson given by Pat & Karen Wilson 1 red and 1 
white 4 1/2” 
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Say a prayer for each of these couples on their 

special day: 
 

Joseph & Janice Lydic    3 

Juan & Christal Perez   16 

Rick Charchol & Jason Slough 19 

Harold and Carol Petoskey    28 

  HAPPY  JANUARY                 

ANNIVERSARY! 

Happy January 

Birthday 
       Say a prayer for each of      

                           these on their special day.   

Bob Ritter   6 

Gannon Woody    7               

Jeremiyah Flowers  8 

Craig Lammers   11  

Jason Slough    14  

Shirley Yager     17 

Karen Wilson      17 

Gary Shope    18 

Rick Charchol  19 

Pastor Lori Strang   30 

ST.  LUCAS PRAYER LIST  

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR 
PRAYERS:  Cindy Kirk, Lorraine Willoughby,  
                      Christy Lazaris, Randy Hyter, George Brasel 
 
UNDER HOSPICE CARE:  Jody Steuer, Carrie 
 
SHUT IN Bill Granger, Cheryl Ivy Jones, Carl Hischka,  
              Frank Zarnoch, Roger Druckemiller  

St. Lucas Cindy’s Corner  

Gifts/Expenses  

Nov 1 Balance        $      16,640.94 

Receipts                               936.00 

Disbursements                (1,404.62) 

 Nov 30 Balance    $       16,172.32 

Bal. Last Year              8,306.71 

General  Fund Report   

NOV 1  BALANCE  

RECEIPTS                                   

DISBURSEMENTS   

NOV 30  BALANCE 

BALANCE LAST YEAR 

   (18,993.23) 

    17,096.79 

   (22,507.16) 

   (24,403.60) 

   (10,553.34)                           

Christmas Boost 

Total to date                                                      $23,779.91 
Total received for Boost last year                      $24,581.42 

The altar area during the candle lighting portion of the  9pm Chris-

mas Eve service.  Here are the attendance figures for the  three 

Christmas services: 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

                                                    6:30      9:00 

In Person/On Live Cast:               18         86 

Clicks to play:                               17         12 

                                   Total:         35         98 

CHRISTMAS DAY  

In Person/On Live Cast:: 22 +  Clicks to play: 4           Total 26        

Attendance all three services:  159                 
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Applying Bible Principles Stewardship Message 

 
                                                            

GIVING IS AN ACT OF WORSHIP THAT  

 EVIDENCES OUR LOVE FOR THE LORD 

              

                  Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God.  Acts 10:4 

     Have you ever asked yourself why you should give to God? After all, if God owns everything as the 

Scriptures claim, surely God doesn’t need our help to pay the bills. Why, then, should the Christian faith 

place such a great emphasis on giving? 

 

     There are many reasons why we give, but one of the best motivators is that we should give as an act 

of worship, out of love and adoration for our blessed Lord who has given so much to us. Hearts that have 

been touched by God’s love and by Christ’s sacrifice will naturally want to respond by giving. Such giving 

is an integral part of worship. In fact, it is worship, just as much as praying or singing or preaching. Or, 

as one contemporary author expressed it, “Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth. 

Grace evokes gratitude like the voice an echo. Gratitude follows grace as thunder follows lightning.”  

 

     When we give in that spirit, out of gratitude for God’s grace shown to us, our giving takes on a whole 

new dimension. Like Cornelius, one who “ . . . gave alms generously to the people and prayed constantly 

to God,” our prayers and gifts will ascend as a “memorial before God” (Acts 10:4). Thus, as we give to 

the Lord through our worship, we evidence the grace of God in our lives.  

 

     On the wall of President Lyndon Johnson’s White House office hung a framed letter written by General 

Sam Houston to Johnson’s great-grandfather Baines more than a hundred years earlier. Sam Houston’s 

signature makes the letter valuable, but the story behind it is much more significant. Baines had led Sam 

Houston to Christ, and Houston was a changed man.  

 

     The day came for Sam Houston to be baptized — an incredible event in the eyes of those who knew 

his previous life-style. After his baptism, Houston stated that he would like to pay half the salary for the 

minister. When someone asked why, his simple response was, “My pocketbook was baptized, too.”  

 

     Like other followers of Christ throughout the centuries, Sam Houston demonstrated the reality of 

God’s grace in his life by reciprocating that grace in the form of financial giving. Sam Houston wor-

shipped God through his giving, and his gifts gave fresh evidence of the grace of God at work in his life.  

 

     As you give to the St. Lucas Lutheran Church ministry, will you do so out of love and devotion as part 

of your worshipful praise? Will you thereby allow your prayers and gifts — like those of Cornelius — to 

ascend as a “memorial before God”?  
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    745 Walbridge Avenue 

    Toledo, Ohio  43609 

    419-243-8189 
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Please Handle Promptly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

January 2022 

The Acts of St. Lucas Newsletter 

AFFIRMATION OF WELCOME  - adopted 1999 

In accord with the gospel of Jesus Christ St. Lucas welcomes all. By this we mean that we extend the radical welcome of 

Jesus Christ to people of every age, race, ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic level, mental health diagno-

sis, recovery status, education level, or previous religious experience to participate in the sacramental life and work of our 

congregation. 

Worship & Sunday School Times 

Saturdays:   4:00 p.m.            
Sundays:   9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.   
Sunday School:   10:00 a.m. Sept. to May 
Wednesdays: 11:45 a.m.—Wednesday Chapel 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion and healing rite 
are offered at all services. 

 

Mission and Vision 
 

ST. LUCAS PURPOSE STATEMENT: 
 

The people of St. Lucas Lutheran Church invite and welcome everyone to 
enter and feel God’s presence. 

 

GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 
 

1. We believe that Jesus is Lord and Savior. 
2. We embrace diversity and welcome all unconditionally. 
3. We commit to live God’s Word and share the Good News. 
4. We strive for closer relationship with God and each other. 
5. We demonstrate compassion and forgiveness through open     
 hearts and open minds.   
 

**Handicap Accessible Building** 
Elevator Next to Handicap Parking on Walbridge Ave. 

Please come dressed as you are…ALL ARE WELCOME  

Parish Staff 
Martin E. Billmeier, Pastor 
Georgia Steele, Office Manager 
Jamie Dauel, Organist 
Ron Lang, Choirmaster 
Steve Seaton, Custodian 
 

Church Council 
Brian Hoch, President; Jill Hojnacki, Vice-president, Jason Slough, Treasur-
er; Sharon Stofan, Secretary; Mike Biscay, Fritz Bloedow, Randy Hyter, 
David Jerman,  John Kern, Cindy Kirk, Christy Lazaris, Diane Porter, LaVon-
da Rodgers, Steve Seaton,  Lorraine Willoughby, Pastor Billmeier 
 

Parish Office Information 
Tuesday-Friday—9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Phone:  419-243-8189     Fax:  419-243-8180 
Secretary Email:  stlucasoffice@gmail.com 
Pastor Email:  pastorstlucas@gmail.com 
Cindy’s Corner: 419-724-1908  stlucascindyscorner@gmail.com 
Website:  www.stlucastoledo.org 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/StLucasLutheranChurch.  
 

Northwest Ohio Synod  
Evangelical Lutheran Church In America 
621 Bright Road, Findlay, Ohio  45840 
1-419-423-3664 
Bishop: Rev. Daniel Beaudoin 
Website:  www.nwos-elca.org 

mailto:stlucasoffice@gmail.com
mailto:pastorstlucas@gmail.com

