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For nothing will be impossible with God. Luke 1: 37
WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERIES
YOU, YOUR FAMILY &
FAITH FAMILY IN ANXIOUS TIMES
Sixth Wed. of Lent April 6
Cutting People Out of Your Life Doesn’t Fix Anything:
Cain & Abel (Genesis 4:1-16)
HOLY WEEK CONCLUSION TO LENTEN SERIES
Maundy Thursday April 14
Sins Visited Unto the Third &
Fourth Generation:
Joseph & His Brothers
(Genesis 37:29-36)

The Symbol of St. Luke

The seal of St. Luke

EASTER BREAKFAST CALL IN OR RESERVE ON
YOUR “I’M HERE TODAY CARD”
Easter Suinday a breakfast of egg casserole, kielbasa, ham, beef brisket, breakfast potatoes, juice,
milk, coffee (& coffee cakes, see below) will be
served from 8:30-10:00am We are asking congregation members to supply coffee cakes for the breakfast. Please reserve for the Easter breakfast with number attending and let us know if you will be bringing
a coffee cake. A free-will offering at each table will be
taken to cover the expenses with any remaining money
to Cindy’s Corner Café.
HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SERVANTS NEEDED
We need volunteers for Holy Week! Talk to Pastor.

Good Friday Tre Ore Service April 15 Noon

Good Friday Tenebrae April 15 8pm
Begins in Light, Ends in Darkness
The Big Picture: How Anxiety and Reactivity Drive the
World (The Passion of Jesus)
Easter Vigil Sat. April 16 4pm
Begins in Darkness, Ends in Light
God’s Saving Deeds Rehearsed
The First Proclamation of Resurrection
Easter Breakfast Sun. Apr. 17 8:30-10am
Make your reservations on your “I’m Here Today” card
or call 419-243-8189

Easter Worship Sun. April 17 9:00 & 10:30
Festival worship, festival music, with powerful preaching themes of death, resurrection and Jesus Christ.

Maundy Thursday noon— 2 elders, camera person

Maundy Thursday night—2 head ushers, 2 offering
ushers, 2 elders, lector, camera person
Good Friday Tenebrae & Dramatic Reading of the
Passion—2 ushers, 7 readers, folks to help turn out
lights during Tenebrae, camera person
Easter Vigil—5 readers
Make plans now
to attend the always beautiful
Easter services at
St. Lucas. We
have not been
able to gather in
person in the
church for two
years, so it will be
a wonderful reunion. See you at
Easter servcies!

Pastoral Acts
Pastor Martin E. Billmeier

The strife is o’er, the battle done,
Now is the victor’s triumph won!
Now be the song of praise begun. Alleluia!
(Evangelical Lutheran Worship hymnal #266)
Here comes Easter with its songs of victory and joy.
Easter proclaims an end to one
thing and the beginning of something new. The problem with
Easter is that once we celebrate
the victory over sin, death and the
devil, we go back out into a world
where sin, death and the devil are
still stark realities. I just finished
reading the book Lincoln by Gore
Vidal. There was a point in the
Civil War where the Union leaders
knew it was over, but there were still battles that would
have to be waged. That’s what it’s like for us, I suppose,
at our Easter celebrations. The victory has been declared, we know it’s over, but there will be battles until
such time as Jesus returns, or we go to him in death.
To me the pandemic feels that way, too. It feels like
(please, Lord) the worst is over and we are returning to
some form of normal, but there are, with the new variants, still skirmishes to come. We are left with an aftermath that leaves us questioning and shell-shocked, too, I
suppose, just as the disciples were left at news of the
resurrection. Church attendance is still down. Some —
and I respect them—don’t feel it’s safe to return, yet.
Will everyone come back? How will our community of
faith be different now? Will we come back from the adversity we have just lived through when in-person attendance is still affected? These are questions that only God
knows the answer to, but thanks be to God that God is
still in charge. One question that we can answer, perhaps, is, “What have we learned about ourselves after

living through a pandemic?”
In an essay entitled “Return to Tipasa” Albert Camus,
responding to his own life’s adversities, says, “In the middle of winter I at last discovered that there was in me an
invincible summer.” As Christians, our Easter joy is that,
in the middle of death, in Christ
Jesus we discover an invincible
life, a life that belongs to us, too,
because of Jesus. Someone—I
can’t find the author—took that
famous Camus quote and turned
it into this poem:
Invincible
In the midst of hate, I found
there was,
within me, an invincible love.
In the midst of tears, I found there was,
within me, an invincible smile.
In the midst of chaos, I found there was,
within me, an invincible calm…
In the midst of winter, I found there was,
within me, an invincible summer.
And that makes me happy. For it says that
no matter how hard the world pushes against me,
within me, there’s something stronger –
something better, pushing right back.
Thanks be to Go who gives us the victory! Thanks be
to God who by the power of Christ’s resurrection is always forming God’s people anew. Our future is bright at
St. Lucas, for our Lord has given us an invincible love to
share in all the ways we always have. I hope I get to see
you in person on Easter, but if it’s not time yet, I bless
you where you are and trust God’s timing and providence.
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cal Lutheran Church of Ukraine.
The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession
in Romania has joined hands with other churches in the country through the Ecumenical Association of Churches in Romania (AIDRom). AIDRom has mobilized teams in Radauti, near
the border with Ukraine, who provide the growing number of
refugees with food, hygiene, and other essential goods, such
as blankets and clothes.
In Ukraine, the German Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Ukraine is receiving aid brought into the country, among
others from Poland, and helps to coordinate these efforts and
distribute the goods to people in need.
The LWF and many churches in the region and worldwide have initiated peace prayers and continue collecting
funds and goods to assist refugees fleeing Ukraine and support internally displaced people in Ukraine. In addition, numerous partners in church, diaconia, and society – including the
LWF – collaborate at the local and international levels to make
this possible.
“This is a time to show solidarity and support the
churches and people of Ukraine who are fleeing their homes,
seeking shelter,” says Eva Christina Nilsson, Director of LWF’s
Department for Theology, Mission and Justice.
The LWF will assist in coordinating the response in all
five countries to enable a significant scaling up of operations.
This entails setting up regional coordination capacity to provide
effective assistance without discrimination to those most in
need.
During this operation, the LWF and the member
churches will work closely with community and faith leaders,
civil society, local and national governments, and several humanitarian and faith-based partners. In addition, the LWF will
engage in relevant forums to ensure a quality, accountable
and coordinated approach.

A WAVE OF SOLIDARITY
FOR VICTIMS OF WAR
(LWI) – An unprecedented wave of prayer, solidarity, and help
has swept across Europe and the world during the week since
the beginning of the Russian invasion into Ukraine on 24 February.
Member churches of The Lutheran World Federation
(LWF) in Ukraine and neighboring countries along its western
border have received refugees, collected aid, organized
transport, and initiated its distribution.
According to the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), Filippo Grandi, around one million people had fled Ukraine by 3 March. “I have worked in refugee
emergencies for almost 40 years, and rarely have I seen an
exodus as rapid as this one,” he said.
The LWF is working to support its member churches in
the region to significantly scale up aid, psychosocial support,
and pastoral care, for populations in need, according to humanitarian principles and international standards.
The largest number of people have crossed the border
to Poland. Most are women and children, as men between the
ages of 18 and 60 cannot leave Ukraine. Parishes of
the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Poland provide accommodation across the country,
while Diakonia Polska transported the first loads of humanitarian aid into Ukraine by minibus. On the return journey, buses
pick up Ukrainian families fleeing the war. In Ukraine, local coordinators distribute the goods to people in need.
In Hungary, established structures between Hungary
and Ukraine prove very useful. For example, Hungarian Interchurch Aid (HIA) supports internally displaced people arriving in
western Ukraine. If needed, the center in Berehovo can help
tens of thousands of people arriving in the region. Also, 28 tons
of non-perishable food donations were transported from Budapest to Transcarpathia by truck. The Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Hungary calls for donations and prayer to support
these efforts.
The Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in
the Slovak Republic collects funds to aid refugees transiting the
Slovak Republic on their route to western Europe. In addition,
ways to transport goods to Ukraine to help people affected by
the war are pursued in collaboration with the German Evangeli-

CARE FOR UKRAINE
Lutheran World Relief: Donate to Crisis in Ukraine: Families
need you (lwr.org)
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service: Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service | LIRS (www.lirs.org)
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Acts of Education
by Sharon Schaefer, Sunday School Correspondent
Love, Learn, and Serve God

In the Bulb there is a flower, in the seed an apple tree. In cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free! In the cold and
snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
Natalie Sleeth (1930-1992) Hymn in the Children’s Song Book at St. Lucas
St Lucas at Easter :Blooming Plants: Colorful, Welcoming, Healing!

All of the blooming plants that appear on the chancel at Easter, and somehow we know all of their names, have been fed nutrients
and lived in a protected environment to encourage them to bloom and live for a few short weeks. There is an entire industry that
plans growth in advance for Easter blooming.
The Easter plant that blooms for the shortest time is a vibrant yellow: Daffodils, part of the Hibiscus family, show off their small
ruffled cups. Once they bloom they need more water, but even plenty of water does not cause their blooms to last. Have you seen
some of the daffodils on Easter morning that have had their day and are now faded and bent over? We accept that as part of their
cycle and enjoy them for whatever time they grace us with their blooms.
Hyacinths are another Easter plant at St Lucas. Besides its colors, the most remarkable physical attribute of a hyacinth is its strong
scent. If you leave a hyacinth in an enclosed space, even in our high-ceilinged sanctuary, the scent is strong. Since the other flowers don’t have much of a scent, the Hyacinth adds a welcoming and sweet smell. Hyacinths come in endless shades of pink, white,
purple and blue flowers. The Hyacinth is part of the lily family. If you like to learn about flowers, you will find that hundreds of flowers that appear quite different in looks are part of the lily family. Lilies also receive special mention in the Bible.
Easter Lilies, the star and also the tallest of the Easter plants, originated in Japan and have creamy white trumpet-shaped blooms.
The other plants are accompaniments to this stunning attraction. An Easter lily can bloom for weeks. If it is planted outside after it
has graced the front of our church, sometimes it shoots up some new blooms in June. They like a lot of sun and can bloom for
more than one year.
A touching and healing aspect of our Easter plants at St Lucas is the long list of “in memory of” and “in honor of” followed by the
name of the people doing the remembering and the honoring of people
love.
Our they
thanks
to Sharon Schaefer, who donated the new palms
God Bless your April and your Palm Sunday and your Easter. for
The
in front
of the altar
this year
thepalms
season
and comes
in regularly
to are
takeMajesty
care ofPalms.
them!
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Happy April
Birthday

ST. LUCAS PRAYER LIST

PLEASE REMEMBER THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR
PRAYERS: Cindy Kirk, Lorraine Willoughby, Christy
Lazaris, Randy Hyter, Dan Markley
Pastor Billmeier
Gwendolyn Steele
Catherine Fox
Garry Adams
Diane Porter
Yvonne Reed
Maddox Woody
John Mensing
Cindy Kirk
Dawn Keeler
Ron Carver

UNDER HOSPICE CARE: Jody Steuer
SHUT IN Bill Granger, Cheryl Ivy Jones, Carl Hischka,
Roger Druckemiller, Frank
ST. LUCAS BENEVOLENCE GIVING
Did you know that St. Lucas gave $5,974.25 in benevolence giving last year? When you designate offerings to benevolence it goes to the Northwestern Ohio
Synod of the ELCA and to the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America (headquarters in Chicago) for the
ministry and mission of what we call “churchwide.”
St. Lucas, as a member of the ELCA, is part of the
Northwestern Ohio Synod. Both synods and churchwide
allow us to do more together than if we were merely independent individual congregations. As part of its benevolence giving St. Lucas also contributed $100 each
month of 2021 to a specific local ministry:

Say a prayer for each of
these on their special day.
1
1
4
7
12
13
13
15
17
22
25

HAPPY APRIL
ANNIVERSARY!
Say a prayer for each of these
couples on their special day:
Larry and Karen Flowers
George and Debra Reis
Martin Billmeier & John Mensing

9
9
11

January Salem Lutheran Church August Redeemer Lutheran
February El Corazon de Mexico
March Believe Center
April Healthy Congregations
May Broadway Corridor
Coalition
June Adelante
July Equality Toledo

General Fund Report

September Sofia Quintero
Center

FEB 1 BALANCE
RECEIPTS
DISBURSEMENTS
FEB 28 BALANCE
BALANCE LAST YEAR

October Christian Legal
Collaborative
November NAACP Toledo
December Lutheran Social
Services

6,177.10
19,136.82
(20,228.08)
5,085.84
(5,352.89)

St. Lucas Cindy’s Corner
Gifts/Expenses
Feb 1 Balance
$ 16,860.13
Receipts
506.00
Disbursements
(700.00)
Feb 28 Balance $
16,666.13
Bal. Last Year
6,956.73

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
In 2021 St. Lucas received $41,208.27 for capital
improvements. One half of the Summer Appeal was
designated to capital improvements for the roof fund.
With major repairs to
roof, sanctuary and
heating systems looming, we are grateful for
the offerings and gifts
received in 2021.
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CHECK OUR WEB PAGE FOR THE LATEST NEWS
AND CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR
POSTS ON ST. LUCAS EVENTS.
www.stlucastoledo.org.
You can visit our Facebook page without logging into Facebook. Here’s how:
1.Go to your internet browser (Google or whatever you
use)
2. Type in www.stlucastoledo.org in the SEARCH BOX.
(It has a magnifying glass in it.).
3. When you are on our website…scroll down until you
see a small blue banner that says www.facebook.com/
StLucasLutheranChurch
Click on that and now you are visiting our page.
4. Right under our name etc. you will see the word
MORE.
Click on MORE and find the word VIDEOS.
When you click on VIDEOS you will find all of our
worship services and devotions….and our smiling
faces!
Take your time and do one step at a time.
Call me in the office with these instructions in front of
you for help. No Worries. Georgia 419-243-8189
NOTE: You cannot leave comments or otherwise interact
with us If you use this method of watching. This is simply
a way for non-Facebook users to see our services.

BEA’S VIEW

THANK YOU RECEIVED
Dear Friends at St. Lucas Lutheran Church:
Lutheran Social Services would like you to know how
much we appreciate your gift of $100, received on
12/31/2021 serving LSS Ministries.
In Isaiah 40:29, it states that god gave power to the
weak, and strength to the powerless.
By your donation, you are living out these good
deeds and helping to give power to the weak and
strength to the powerless. We look forward to continue
hhleping those how come to us in need during this time.
May your light continue to shine and may we be the
face of God to those around us!
Thank yuour for blessing our community,
Tracia Jaksetic
Vide President

On March 26 Sue White Wendt Johnson and Keith Johnson
hosted a fellowship night for some St. Lucas leaders. We
played Wii, pool and had pizza and salad together. The idea
was to create an environment for folks to better know one another and enjoy the informal setting. Pictured from left: Sharon
Stofan, Scout the wonderdog, Gary Stofan, Brian Hoch, Pam
Hoch, Keith Johnson, Faith Wolfram, Dan Wolfram, Sue White
Wendt Johnson, Mike Biscay. Pastor Billmeier took the picture. Thanks to Keith and Sue for the idea and for hosting.
We hope to have more such events in the future and include
more and more leaders.
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UNIVERSITY OF TOLEDO BIG EVENT DAY

AT ST. LUCAS COMMUNITY GARDEN
Our thanks to the University of Toledo students who came to help with the community garden as part of their “Big
Event” service day. Gardener-in-Chief Mike Biscay was grateful for the help in preparing the garden for spring
planting. Go Rockets!

All the extra
garden help
brought a smile
to Mike Biscay’s face, pictured at left,
center back

It was a wintry
day, considering
it’s spring, but
it doesn’t look
like anyone was
complaining.
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OF INTEREST...
TOLEDO CHORAL SOCIETY presents “The Darkest Hour, The Seven Last Words of Christ” by Theodore Dubois on Saturday, April 9 at
7pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
downtown on Erie St. This is the
night before Palm/Passion Sunday,
so a good preparation for church
the next day! Same performance
also on Sunday, April 10 at St. Joan of Arc Catholic
church on Heatherdowns Blvd.
EQUALITY SEDER
Thursday, April 7 from 7:00-9:00 pm at Handmade
Toledo

Congratulations to Kelsey Pritchard, who attended both
St. Lucas Church & Sunday School and Corinne Gleckler on
their engagement. The couple is planning an October wedding at Hocking Hills in Logan, Ohio conducted by Pastor Billmeier. The couple currently resides in Cleveland.

A time to celebrate, reflect, and come together

Join Equality Toledo and the Jewish Federation of
Greater Toledo’s Jewish Community Relations Council
for an evening celebrating our collective liberation. The
Passover seder retells the story of the liberation of the Jewish people from slavery in Egypt. This Equality Seder
will follow the customs and order of a traditional Passover seder and will focus on chronicling our collective liberation as LGBTQ+ people, as Jews, as LGBTQ+ Jews, and others. We come together to commemorate our emancipation from oppression, to celebrate the freedoms that have been achieved, and to explore freedoms not yet
gained, remembering that none of us are free until all of us are free. This event is free and open to all, regardless
of faith or sexual orientation. Light vegetarian snacks and drinks will be served. RSVP required; please RSVP by
Monday, April 4 at the following link or by emailing daniel@jewishtoledo.org: RSVP link: https://form.jotform.com/
jewishtoledo/equality-seder
Facebook event page: https://fb.me/
e/3f2HzqBeR
There will be people at this event
who are especially vulnerable to COVID
-19. Please help us protect them. We
ask those who are unvaccinated to
wear a mask at this event. Those who
have received their COVID-19 vaccines
and booster are encouraged but not
required to wear a mask.
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Applying Bible Principles Stewardship Message
OUR GIVING TO GOD IS TO BE GENEROUS.
We should plan and prepare for when and how much to give.
“On the first day of every week, each of you is to put aside and save whatever extra you earn,
so that collections need not be taken when I come.”

1 Corinthians 16:2

“Strategic planning” is a two-word term that can best be described as a “buzz word.” It’s in vogue. It’s trendy for
businesses (and churches) to talk about and engage in strategic planning.

Frequently, when quizzed about why they should engage in strategic planning, business owners and managers
will respond with a host of reasons and yet miss the basic benefit that comes from planning: Businesses which
plan are more profitable than those which do not. In other words, those who aim at something are more likely to
hit it than those who aim at nothing.
Similarly, when it comes to giving, Christians are to develop a “strategic plan.” We are instructed to set aside
funds systematically, regularly, for support of the Lord’s work. In that way, when we come to worship each week,
we’ll be prepared to give. We will have “planned” our giving under the divine leadership of the Holy Spirit. Then,
by giving that which we have set aside, we will put our plan to work as the offering is received.

Yes, the Holy Spirit can and sometimes does lead us to give gifts in a spontaneous manner without planning. But
as a rule, spontaneous, unplanned giving is the exception. Most of the time, God wants His people to give systematically and to respond to His direction in their lives by careful planning.
Speaking of consistent givers (the kind who generally plan their giving), Randy Alcorn described them as the
“backbone of the church.” Such people do not miss giving to the Lord’s work, even when they are unable to attend. Just because they are not physically present when the offering plate is passed does not mean that they skip
a Sunday or two in supporting the life and ministry of the church.
Be ready to give as the Spirit of God leads, even on a moment’s notice. Be ready
to give when a special need arises. But most of all, develop a “strategic plan” to
give by seeking God’s direction concerning your giving and by putting aside funds
in preparation for giving. Then “work your plan” by giving those funds as you gather at St. Lucas Lutheran Church with other Christians each Lord’s Day. And when
you can’t be present for worship, plan carefully to be sure that your giving follows
your plan. Remember, the work and ministry of St. Lucas Lutheran Church go on
week after week, even when you are unable to be present.
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St. Lucas Evangelical Lutheran Church
745 Walbridge Avenue
Toledo, Ohio 43609
419-243-8189
Address Service Requested
Time Sensitive Material
Please Handle Promptly

April 2022
The Acts of St. Lucas Newsletter

Worship & Sunday School Times

Parish Staff
Martin E. Billmeier, Pastor
Georgia Steele, Office Manager
Jamie Dauel, Organist
Ron Lang, Choirmaster
Steve Seaton, Custodian

Saturdays:
4:00 p.m.
Sundays:
9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m. Sept. to May
Wednesdays:
11:45 a.m.—Wednesday Chapel
The Sacrament of Holy Communion and healing rite
are offered at all services.

Church Council
Brian Hoch, President; Jill Hojnacki, Vice-president, Jason Slough, Treasurer; Sharon Stofan, Secretary; Mike Biscay, Fritz Bloedow, Randy Hyter,
David Jerman, John Kern, Cindy Kirk, Christy Lazaris, Diane Porter, LaVonda Rodgers, Steve Seaton, Lorraine Willoughby, Pastor Billmeier

Mission and Vision
ST. LUCAS PURPOSE STATEMENT:

Parish Office Information
Tuesday-Friday—9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Phone: 419-243-8189 Fax: 419-243-8180
Secretary Email: stlucasoffice@gmail.com
Pastor Email: pastorstlucas@gmail.com
Cindy’s Corner: 419-724-1908 stlucascindyscorner@gmail.com
Website: www.stlucastoledo.org
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/StLucasLutheranChurch.

The people of St. Lucas Lutheran Church invite and welcome everyone to
enter and feel God’s presence.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES:
1. We believe that Jesus is Lord and Savior.
2. We embrace diversity and welcome all unconditionally.
3. We commit to live God’s Word and share the Good News.
4. We strive for closer relationship with God and each other.
5. We demonstrate compassion and forgiveness through open
hearts and open minds.

Northwest Ohio Synod
Evangelical Lutheran Church In America
621 Bright Road, Findlay, Ohio 45840
1-419-423-3664
Bishop: Rev. Daniel Beaudoin
Website: www.nwos-elca.org

**Handicap Accessible Building**
Elevator Next to Handicap Parking on Walbridge Ave.
Please come dressed as you are…ALL ARE WELCOME

AFFIRMATION OF WELCOME - adopted 1999
In accord with the gospel of Jesus Christ St. Lucas welcomes all. By this we mean that we extend the radical welcome of
Jesus Christ to people of every age, race, ability, sexual orientation, gender identity, economic level, mental health diagnosis, recovery status, education level, or previous religious experience to participate in the sacramental life and work of our
congregation.
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